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VWHY ALL OF BRITAIN'S SCHOOLS
SHOULD BE SINGING FROM
THE SAME HYMN SHEET

1M BANUARY [WAS appointed
HMatianal fumbassadoer for Singing
with abrief bo lead a programms
Hhaat vl d reinkraduce graup
singing Fvioevery primsacy schaal
iin the country. This might seem
ke an ambitious target but |
believe It can be done. We have the
anpertisn i Britain to poll it off, it's
just that thirt gupsertios at the
morment is too thinky spread, We
harwe: o firm commimeent, minisbe-
viad gevthussiasm and moey fram
tie Departnient for Children,
Schools amd Families to roll cut our
plans and, urless the: Eton College
Frafects’ Comman Room talms
aver Whitehall in the niod year o
5o and tellsus atberwise, this rep-
resenks something of a0 historic
oppartunity that | would be.a foul
nick ko vt bo see

Wiy do wa need anatlonal
singing pragramena far primary
sthaals? The beredits of singing
are nsirmirous aod Tar-reaching. I§
iz healthy, promuotes pood breath-
ing and posture, can help reduce
asthmatic symptoms and even
previde tharapkes for speech dis-
grdiers such as stammaring
Sirgang makes us fesl bether
about oursehves, enhances our
sadf=eskpem and sense of well-
bmirgg, it Allows us bo work collab-
orotivily wihin growps ina
nor-competitive, highly support-
ive environment. We can achieve
maushcal hedghts collectively ina
chair that = mestly = we caninat
reach on i own, Singing is the
best possible gateway far alife of
engagement with music and for
learning ta play a musical instrns-
tevent, Singging acks as an amo-
tional release, i gives shy and
withdrawn children a means of
expression, and is also, let's rot
farget, wery good fun. it stin-
lates our brains and turbo-
charges i memaries [Lis
samethivg we canall da - indeed,
very young children “learn” to
sing withouwt anyone actually

taaching them soto da, as FiEis

Iard-wilresd e us af Birth, In the
pask, whan werwans nomadic
bribes, we used singng o bind,
our wandering communities
tagether. Singing becams integral
ta rituals of every kind, gave
contags belore baltl, coefart
afer lass and, perhaps st -
nificartly of all, a vital bond
between mother and child inthe
narliest years of B,

Al these attributis seem sa
ohvious that we have apsedinto
takirg them for granted. Some-
whare akang the vy oves the Last
100 yiars, vee have allowsed the
fundamental rewards of singing to
ship off the edge of what we expect
children to acguine during thelr
sehealing, Perkaps, becausas any-
e aver, Sy, 35 wak made lo sing
Al aespmbly when thiy wars small,

they werent noticing that a gener-
ation of children im recent times
e Nt having this experience.
1 dieer® think that the dedine of
el singing inschocls was a
deliberate act ol negligence, more
thak we as a sophisticated, mod-
ermising socety became distracted
by other purpases and priorities,
Thi strange thing is that some
al thess cther pririties would
have been better served had
singing not been allowed o sink
inta tha background. Take numer-
acy, Singing has bean damon-
sfrated in a whole host of sbudes
all pver the waorld to improve dea-
matically a child's grasp of count-
ing. In successful programmes |
hive witnassed datted arcund the
UK, sirging has also bean used to
accelerabs the mastering of lan-
guages and of reading skills, We
wanry about children's abfty to
assert thomselves, fo be able to
parfarm, 1o inferact posithetly
will e hers arcund them: again,
| e ssen aitstarsding wark in
the way singing can halp meat
these aspirations. Headteachers
whose schools encourage plenty
ol ginging will also testify fo its
beneficial eHect on behaviour,
Are these not the core concernms.

* for all modem schocls?

11’ imprtant that we don't
blame curssdvis for a thend that ks
more or lss unrsersal ansind tha
industrialised world. In fact the
quality of what ks dane in some:
lacns in Baltain bs the best of its
kil anywhere, Tha job of our

= Mational Singing Programing, or

SingLip! asit will be known, is to
spread the best practice to those
Areas that a prasent da not have it.
Wik e alnesaly Irnining thousands
of i singing leaders argl nos-
specialist teachers to be able fonn
singing sesskons in their schoals.
By Christmas, every anea of the
connbry will v someana in place:
specifically to develap, coordinale
and spread singing locally. 5o far
about kalf the coundry’s cheir
schools am running outreach

. pragrammes in primary schools.

Bey the end of next yoar v hapa it
will be all of them. Whe ane aboul fo
roll out our national snging

" tesource - hundreds of songs

* gspeiclalty chosen by primary
sitgingg exgpirts that will be fresto
- all schools and besthers, complabe
with backing tracks, support mabe-
viads aind recordings of children
sirggirgg thiem Lo demranstrate and
inspire, A high profle publicty
campaign toraise parental aware-
ness of the benefits of sirging will
alsi g live in Movambse.

Orece achoals gat Hhe singing
habit, in my experience, they
never want to let it go. | hope
that what works for indiwidual
schoals will socn work for the
whola country.



